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Now that September is coming to an end, it really feels like fall…even at 92 degrees 
(yesterday’s high).  The first nature photography tour of the season is only a month away 
and I can’t wait.  There are still three slots available for that trip to the Wichita Mountains 
National Wildlife Refuge in south-central Oklahoma.  The prairie grasses, oak trees and 
granite boulders are a fantastic combination for landscape photography.  At the same 
time, bison, white-tailed deer, longhorn cattle and prairie dogs will be active enough to 
keep us shooting most of the day.  I hope find the elk and Canada geese abundant this 
year, too. 
 
I spent Friday morning at South Padre Island; the beach was beautiful.  I figured the 
shorebirds would be migrating through, but beach accesses were still closed from damage 
by Hurricane Dolly.  Cleanup is under way and I anticipate being able to get to the beach 
after this coming weekend.  Nevertheless, I was able to walk over to the beach.  Arriving 
at sunrise, I photographed a while and then moved over to the Convention center bird 
habitat and board walk to finish off the morning.   
 
The following photos are mostly from Friday’s South Padre shoot with one additional 
photo of a yellow warbler taken this past spring at the Convention Center.  These may 
remind you that I have two photo tours scheduled (December and April).  If you want to 
give the island a try, drop me an email, letter or phone call. 
 
 

 
 

Laughing Gull Take Off at Dawn 



 

 
 

Bicyclist on South Padre Island Beach at Sunrise 
 

 
 

 
 

Wet Beach and Condos 
 
 
These landscape shots were done with the Canon EOS 1D Mark III and Canon 16-35 mm 
lens with polarizer.  I was shooting quickly to capture a few shots while the light was still 
pink.  These were hand-held shots done at slow shutter speeds (around 1/40 – 1/80 
second) at ISO 200 or 320.  Of course, the flying gull and the bicyclist were blurred a bit 
at this slow shutter speed.   



 
 

Laughing Gulls on Wet Beach, South Padre Island, Texas 
 
 

 
 

South Padre Island as the Tide Recedes 



 
 

 
 

Laughing Gull at South Padre 
 
 
 

 
 

Great Egrets in Flight 
 



The great egrets were photographed from the South Padre Island World Birding Center 
boardwalk with the Canon 1D Mark III, 500 mm IS lens and 1.4X teleconverter at ISO 
500, 1/5000 second @ f 6.3 at mid-morning. 
 

 
 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Resting 
 

Photographed with Canon EOS 1D Mark III, 500 mm IS lens on Wimberley head and 
Gitzo carbon fiber tripod at ISO 400, 1/320 second @ f7.1. 

 
 

 
 

Yellow Warbler, Spring Migration at South Padre Island 



 
The yellow warbler was done with the Canon EOS 1D Mark III, 500 mm IS lens with 2X 
teleconverter, ISO 800, 1/250 second @ f8 with Gitzo Carbon Fiber tripod and 
Wimberley head just before the sun set. 
 

Equipment for Sale 
 
A friend here in McAllen  wants to sell a Canon L 300 mm f 2.8 IS lens if anyone is 
looking for a “like new” medium telephoto at a good price.  Let me know and I’ll send 
you his name and email address.   
 
A Corpus Christi friend has an excellent array of Minolta lenses.  Let me know and I’ll 
have him contact you. 
 
I have a Canon 20-35 wide angle zoom lens with polarizing filter.  It is in excellent shape 
and a great deal for anyone wanting to get into landscape shooting.  I’ve published a lot 
of shots taken with this one. 
 
Thanks for taking a look at the newsletter.  I hope you enjoyed the photos. 
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